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Pp We recommend to the attention of the public, 
a pamphlet which has recently appeared, entit- 
led, “The Rights of Universalists to testify in 
a Court of Justice—Vindicated. By a Mem- 
ber of the Bar.” 


»., This work.seems to have been designed, not 
only to vindicate the right of those, who believe 


in no future punishment, to be admitted as 
witnesses, but also to justify the decision of 
the Court in Rhode-Island, against which some 
animadversions had appeared in some of the 
public journals. 

The writer, with the skill of the barrister 
andthe experience of the jurist, presents his 
reader with the advancements, in liberal princi- 
ple, which the subject of oaths has made 
from the bigoted times of Coxr to the present; 
showing, that, according to established princi- 
ples, both in England and the United States, 
all persons who believe in a moral accounta- 
bility to a supreme Being, though they do not 
believe that punishment extends into the future 
state, are entitled to the privilege of an oath, 
or are competent to be sworn. It is true he 
seems to allow that it would be admissible to 
plead that the credibility of a witness should 
be measured by the greater or less religious 
sanction in which the witness believes. If the 
writer be not misunderstood, on this subject, it 
seems to be his opinion that a witness, who be- 
lieves in a future state of retribution, might be 
entitled to more credit than one who confines 
all punishment to this life, provided that the 
one who believes in future punishment believes 
that such punishment will be more severe than 
are the punishments endured in this state.— 
But what credit should be allowed to the testi- 
mony of one who expects to avoid punishment 
in this world, by not having his falsehood dis- 
covered by men, and also the punishment of a 
future state by repentance before he dies, this 
writer has not defined, According to the rule 
which he seems to allow, it furthermore appears 
that a witness who believes that perjury will be 
punished with endless sufferings is entitled to 
more credit than one who believes that the 
punishments of the future state will be limited. 
But here again he makes no,allowance for any 
discount which a hope of avoiding endless mis- 
ery by regenerating grace, or repentance, 
would seem to justify. In fact, it is reasonable 
to believe that, while the writer has done good 
justice to his subject, in vindicating the right 
which he espoused, he did not give his mind 
that latitude which is necessary in determining 
what degree of credibility is due to an evidence. 
According to what he seems to allow, he could 
hear a plea in court which should argue that 
but little credit should be given to a witness, 
because his oath was not given under the sanc- 
tion of endless punishment, without supposing 
that strict propriety was violated. But what 
would he think should he hear it plead, that a 
witness was entitled to little or no credit, be- 
cause, though he believes in endless punish- 


_ment, yet he believes that such punishment is 


only 1emorse of conscience, without any literal 


& 


fire or brimstone! Moreover, preceeding on 
the same principle of increasing te sanction, 
it might be argued, that as the wtness only 
believed that he exposed himsel to endless 
torment in fire and brimstone, bit did not be- 
lieve that he should involve his fanily connex- 
ions in the same condemnation, oy testifying 
falsely, his testimony should notbe entitled to 
so much credit as if he believeathat by testi- 
fying falsely he inyolyed ais famiy in this aw- 
ful condemnation. Finaly, this ule involves 
the revolting notion tha the morg unmerciful 
and cruel we believe our Makr tobe, the 
more likely we shall be tu speal the truth in 
eviuence! It is probatle that the reverse of 
this is much nearer the truth. Experience 
teaches that the more severe and unmerciful 
men believe God to bz, the more perverse and 
wicked they are therrselves; and jt is very evi- 
dent that all history confirms this fact, and, if 
we do not misjudg¢, reason and philosophy 
teach it. 

We think it will zppear evident to the care- 
ful reader of the work, of which we speak, that 
even now, in our enlightened and improved 
courts, we are behind the established custom, 
which existed in Pe-u before, what the Spanish 
call Christianity; was known in that country.— 
To justily the suggession the following quota- 
tion is here presented. See pp. 7, 8. 


‘*A curious incident occurred in Peru soon after the 
conquest, which, as it illustrates the ykjeet in discus- 
sion, we venture to introduce here ftom Garcilasso de 
la Vega. A very serious and sagraiied case of mur-. 
der happened, it seems. in the projince of the Que- 
chuas. The corregidor of Cozeo dispatched a justice 
to verify the facts, according to \the course of the 
Spanish law;,and he, having accasio\ to take the de- 
positions of a ewraca, that is, of a Ppruvian cacique, 
presented to him the cross, and bale him swear by 
God and the cross to tell the truth{ But the Indian 
declined doing this; saying, he had npver heen baptiz- 
ed, and could not swear after {he mapner of the Chris- 
tians. The justice replied that he might swear, then, 
by his own gods, the Sun, the Moon; and the Incas.— 
To this the Peruvian answered; We never take their 


names upon our lips except to adore them, and there- 
fore it is not lawful for me to swear by them. The 
justice then asked, what secu:ity he would furnish of 
the truth of his testimony, unless he gave some pled- 
ges. My promice is sufficient, said the Indian, under- 
standing that | speak before your king, -ince you come 
in his name; for thus we did under our own Ineas, But 
if it will give you any satisfaction, E will swear by the 
Earth, hoping that it may open and swallow me alive 
iff tell not the truth, Accordingly the justice permitted 
the Indian to testify under the simple forms to which he 
was accustomed, without swearing at all, Forwhenuw 
Peruvian magistrate examined a witness, however im- 
portant the matter, instead of administering an cath, 
he said; Do you promise to tell the Inca the t:uth? To 
which the witness replied; I promise, The magistrate 
then said, Take care that you tell it without mixture o! 
falsehood, and without concealing any thing which trans- 
pired, but tell plainly a'l you know concerning this mat- 
ter. Which the witness confirmed by saying, All this I 
faithfully promise, And such was the respect of the Pe- 
ruyians fer the religious institutions of their country un- 


der sanction of which the laws were administered, that 
false testimony was a thing of rare occurrence, and 
when detected, was most severely punished. For the 
promise was given under a religious sanction, the mag- 
istrate receiving it as the representative of the Inca 
himself, whom the Peruvians adored as a god.”” 


It would be unreasonable to contend that 
human authority is not legally authorised to 
modify and restrict the ‘privilege of oaths as 
the legislature or judiciary of any country 
judges expedient; but that any human authori- 
ty is morally adequate to bind the supreme, 
Being to wreak his vengeance on his creatures 
is what appears to us an impious thought, and 
we believe that all practice of such a-character 
is evident proof that the purity and weight of 
moral principles are but imperfectly under- 
stood. 

Let us allow ourselves to look at one incon- 
sistency apparent in the views and practice of 
our courts. 

It is religiously believed that an oath is of 
such a moral character, that whoever is guilty 
of falsehood under its sanction is thereby ex- 
posed to what the creed calls “the pains of 
hell forever;” but in a legal relation the penalty 
falls short of depriving him who swears falsely 
of his natural life! If it be believed that the 
divine Being will punish a false oath with infi- 
nite suffering, is it reasonable that those who 
thus believe should inflict a lighter penalty 
than temporal death for the same offence? 

As it is certain that no human tribunal is 
competent to determine either what is the mor- 
al and religious sentiment of the heart of a wit- 
ness, or in what respect the divine Being may 
judge best to punish the false swearer, so it is 
equally evident that human authority bas no 
moral right to take cognisance of the crime 
only in relation to, legal punishment, which 
punishment is all the sanction on which the 
authority has a right to depend, 

To conclude. It may be that some of the 
foregoing remarks may owe their occasion to a 
misconstruction of the meaning of the writer 
whose pamphlet is here recommended to the 
attention of the public. Be this as it may, the 
writer of this is free to acknowledge his obli~ 
gation for the service which this writer has ren- 
dered the denomination of christians to which 
he belongs, H. B. 


For the Universalist Magazine, 


AN ORIGINAY, ANECDOTE, ILLUSTRATING THE 
BENEFIT OF BIBLE CLASSES, 


The Rev, Mr. L. who received his theologi- 
cal education at Andover, preached for some 
time in the towns of B and W. in the state of 
Ohio, He also, in each of the above named 
towns taught what are called’ Bible Classes, 
the object of which seems to be, to teach the 
doctrine of Calvinistic divinity under a popular 
namej-~-the Catechism having become sa 
odious that it must be dressed up in “sheep's 
clothing,” or very few parents can Le prevarled 
upon to Jet their children imbibe its doctri: 68 

In both of these towns Mr, L. gave the jol- 


lowing explanation of Luke iti. 16. “TI indeed 
baptize you with water; but one mightier than 
{ cometh the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

Those who were to be baptized with the Ho- 
ly Ghost, he informed his scholars, were the 


elect or those who would be converted and sav-,| 


ed; and those who were to be baptized with 
fire, were the finally impenitent, who would be 
baptized with fire and brimstone to all eter- 
nity ! 


Being acquainted with Mr. L. I could not, 
believe for some time that he had given so, 


strange, and to me, new and absurd an expla- 
nation of that text. But upon inquiry I learn- 
ed it to be a fact, not only from his opponents, 
but also from his friends. Comment is unne- 
cessary. We may just observe, however, that 
& man must be in no small difficulty, when to 
avoid Universalism, he is obliged to give so 
strange an explanation of the word baplize, 
which every child knows, means to cleanse, and 
not to torment. We might just as well say, 
that to baptize with water means to drown to 
all eternity, as that to baptize with fire means 
to burn, or torment to all eternity. For they, 
are both frequently used in the scriptures as 
figures to represent the purifying nature of the 
gospel. E. C., Jr. 


“Lerrers on Revivats,”’ 
(Continued from page 152.) 


Pages 10—21. ‘That the body of the peo- 
ple should be thrown into a great periodical ex- 
citement, to which their ordinary sobriety must 
render them previously averse, that they should 
be thrown into such occasional commotions on 
f subject of permanent interest, which admits 
of no exigencies and chances like those of po- 
litical strife; once more, that they should be 
thrown into an excitement so dreadful and 
painful as this is, in the first stages of it, at 
feast, and that all this should be done through 


the influence or through the countenance of 


one man,—I mean the clergyman,—all this is 
certainly very extraordinary. I say ofthe cler- 
gyman. For it is perfectly evident, that al- 
though various circumstances may conspire to 
produce this state of things, nothing could go 
on without him: without, that is to say, either 
his aid or concurrence. So true is this, that I 
have sometimes observed in a city, where the 
congregations of course are completely inter- 
mixed in residence, society, and relationships, 
yet the Revivals will most exactly observe the 
pounds of clerical influenee. Mr. A. ‘has a 
great Revival,’—for this is the very language 
they use—‘ in his congregation,’ and Mr. B.’s 
congregation—who dislikes these things,—is 
not touched. This is priestly power, indeed, 
and with a witness. ‘They talk about our* 
hierarchy, but in truth I never knew a people 
over whom the clergy had such an influence, 
among whom such a towering spiritual hierar- 
chy was built up, as the good and intelligent, 
but after all very superstitious people of New- 
England. In our Church there is nothing like 
it. Our clergy, you know, treat us a good 
deal as other gentlemen of influence and re- 
spectability would. The ministers of New- 
England are—gentlemen, some of them, anda 
good many are not—-but at any rate, they are 
almost all of them rulers. #****A Revival us- 
ually commences with the direct and systematic 
exertion of the pastor. And to begin with the 
beginning, the first inquiry would be, what be- 


* Hierarchy of the English Caurch. 
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gins it withaim? And here it is that I shall 
-philosophize | little. I think there is some- 
‘thing extravajant and unnatural in his own re- 
ligion that brigs him into this state of mind. 
Just so far aj religion or any other principle 
fails to be rtional, although there may be a'| 
great deal ofmpulse and zeal about it, it wants 
reality and peartiness, Just in that propor- 
tion, do cantiand the holy tone, and the sancti- | 
'monious coutenance and demeanor take the 
place of anjnterior and quickened interest.— 
Just so far oes religion, however much it may 
have to do wth the passions, fail to incorporate 
itself with fle mind, and to make a part of it. 
A mind in his state, for human nature is so 
far true to iself, must be restless and con- 
_science-strickm, Add to this, the supposition, 
that a man’s mtion of religion is extravagant, 
‘that he is thinting of\some unreasonable and 
unnatural stale of feeling as constituting relig- 
‘ion, and youwill see that all this working to- 
gether in hi: mind must, in process of time, 
produce an ¢fervescerce. Dissatisfied with | 
his official duiies which are incessantly bring- 
‘ing him into contact yith religion, growing | 
/more and more mechanisal, the more he has to 
do with the subject, he\feels, and there is a 
particular reason in his ofice why he should 
Jivst feel, and there is a reéson in the nature of 
things why he should periodically feel, the ur- 
gent necessity of some granj arousing from his 
lethargy. He wants an exvitement—a paro- 
xysm—any thing but what he has. The max- 
imum of his religion is not the vigor of moral | 
health, but a fever; and his moral constitution 
is brought into a kind of necessity of having 
this fever once in a few months—or a few 
years, asthe case may be, 

We must add to this that the doctrines he 
embraces, partaking of the same extravagance 
that characterizes his general views of religion, 
lead him to the same results. He believes 
that all men are naturally and utterly depraved 
and wicked, anddeserving of unspeakable and 
endless misery,—that the character which they 
bring from theirvery birth, which they derive 
from their creation, dooms them to eternal and 
infinite sufferings As he walks abroad among 
the people, as hs looks around upon the living 
and happy mulitude, he exclaims, no doubt 
with unfeigned pty, ‘ these multitudes, gay and 
joyous as they are, are children of perdition; 
they are going tc hell; they hang by the brittle 
thread of life over the burning and bottomless 
abyss—another day, another moment, and 


cy Of the long course and habit of virtue, and 
devotion—‘ there is a change, he says, which 
will save them. They cannot produce it them- 
selves, but it must be wrought in them by the 
special grace of God.» 1n one moment, the 
power of God could make all these reprobate 
creatures the heirs of heaven. They are all 
unconscious of the horrible catastrophe that a- 
waits them, and of themselves unable to escape 
it—they are as dry bones, as dead men in the 
valley of vision, and they are soon to awake to 
everlasting burnings!’....[t is thus, that receiv- 
ing the figurative representations of. scripture 
as literal and forgetting those qualifications 
of its language which the reasonable interpre- 
ter must make,—he conjures up his fearful 
system of faith—fearful enough indeed, if it 
were really and universally believed, not only 


to plunge the world into an unheard of excite- 
ment, but to drive the whole world to absolute 
madness. 

Such, I suppose, isthe process by which the 


Revival commences in the mind of the Minia- 
ter; and thence its progress among the people 
is not difficult to account for. 

He first applies himself of course to the 
church, ?%. e. to the body of communicants. He 
appoints special meetings of this body, meetings 
for prayer, days of fasting, &c. He tells them 
that it mainly depends on them whether there 
shall be a Revival. He preaches to them, often” 
to the neglect of the congregation. Inan ex- 
cursion which I made last week, I spent Sun- 
day at a small village in the interior, and at- 
tended church all day. Both sermons I ob- 
served were addressed to the church members, 
or at least related exclusively to their duties. 
I expressed my surprise to mine host at even- 
ing, and he said the same thing had been going 
on for several months, ‘and you would think, 
said he, that the church members were the 
worst people among us.’ I asked him of how 
many the church might consist, thinking I 
might find some apology for this course in thei¢ 
numbers. He replied that there were less than 
fifty, and the congregation I perceived was 
large, consisting, I should say, of five or six 
hundred. By being thus singled out, and by 
the manner in which it is urged, and intreated, 
and warned, the church is at length aroused, 
and prepared to act on the body of the congre- 
gation. And when several neighboring churches 
are excited in this manner, the way is prepared 
for a more extended system of exertions,— 
The clergy induce the churches to appoint 
delegates, who, with themselves, visit the sev- 
eral townships in succession, hold meetings, 
keep fasts, and sometimes visit the people from 
house to house. You will easily see how much 
calculated this last procedure is to. strike an 
awe upon the people. Indeed, this system of 
domiciliary visitation is one of the most cen- 
surable things in the whole plan, and IL shail... 
tahe some other time to give you a further ace. 
count of it. 

To these causes which are general and may 
be relied on, some are to be added which are 
accidental. ‘There are two or three Itinerant 
Preachers in this country who had a talent and 
acquired a reputation for producing these ex= 
citements, and, now, from having this reputa-= 
tion, are almost sure to produce them wherever 
they go. The people among whom they come 
would account themselves guilty of the most 
awful obduracy, and ready to be forsaken of 
heaven, if they should refuse to be aroused.— 
The very fear of not being excited, excites 
them. This would seem to be the influence 
that attends these men, for I do not hear, that 
they have any pretensions to the powers of 
Whitfield, or even of Jonathan Edwards, the 
reasoner;—and whose moral argument, too, 
according to tradition, was at times one of the 
most commanding power. Sometimes, these 
itinerant preachers find strong competitors for 
the honor of producing Revivals, in the feebler. 
sex. I have heard lately of two or three in- 
stances, where converts of this description have 
thrown a population of several hundreds inte 
the deepest agitation. One young female, (of 
whom I had had particular information,) ie 
fourteen years old, having been converted, 
went out to exhort her neighbors, and eventus — 
ally was carried over the whole township, frons 
house to house, instructing, admonishing, and 
even praying. Indeed, my informant said, 
much as if he had been speaking of the compe 
titors on the racecourse, that, ‘there was nota 
man in the town that could pray with her.’ 

Advantage is sometimes taken of the extra- 
ordinary events of Providence, to produce am 
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excitement. A sudden death, or the death of 
2 young person, is often employed for this pur- 
pose. The whole process of the sickness, 
death, and burial, [ have known to be convert- 
ed to this use, with the most remorseless disre- 
gard of all the claims of relationship and pri- 
vate grief. A young and tender female, thrown 
into a violent sickness, half distracted with 
pain, or more than half delirious, will be visit- 
ed by successive clouds of dark browed faces, 
which she scarcely recognises as acquaintances, 
and will be warned and prayed with, till she is 
brought into the most horrible state of fear and 
agitation, and till in fact, she is hastened out of 
the world, by-the very means that are profes- 
sedly, and, no doubt, designedly used, to save 
her soul. From the moment she has departed, 
——at the funeral and for weeks—her awful ex- 
ample is held up; the expressions of her hor- 
ror and despair are publicly repeated; and it is 
said perhaps in the very presence of her pa- 
rents and friends, that she has gone to the oth- 
er world an unconverted soul,—and perhaps 
even the horrible inference is not withholden! 
You will readily believe that people who will 
bear this, are prepared to be wrought upon in 
almost any manner, and almost any degree. I 
ought in justice to say that I think the larger 
portion of the community here, would not bear 
it. trust, for the honor of human nature, 
that such scenes are not frequent.” 


(To be concluded in our next.) 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


“As cold water to a thirsty soul; so is good news 
from a far country.” 


Information received from Br. Kneeland, 
pastor of the 2d Universalist Society in the City 
of New-York, in reply to a note which I recent- 
ly addressed to him, brings favorable repre- 
sentations of the standing of said society. It 
appears that they have found resources to ac- 
commodate themselves with a hall sufficiently 
large and commodious for a numerous congre- 
gation, This privilege they have secured for 
five years, should they so long continue to pre- 
fer occupying it. The labors, which are here 
directed to enlighten the human understanding, 
have hitherto been attendedwith desirable effects 
by calling the attention of many to the consider- 
ation, not only ofthe impropriety of those creeds 
of men,by which thedivine favor has been limited, 
but also of the reality and salutary tendency of 
those more gracious sentiments which give un- 
to God the glory which is due to his name, and 
administer unspeakable consolation to every 
firm believer. , 

The remarks by which our brother concludes 
his observations respecting the condition of this 
pociety are the most pleasing information which 
he communicates. He says: “What affords 
me more pleasure than all the rest, we are in 
perfect harmony, and have been from the very 
irst.’? To this we respond, ‘‘Behold how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
rether in unity—for there hath the Lord com- 
manded the blessing, even life forever more.”’ 


FSB. 


ECP NOTICE..73 


The public are informed, that W. Balfour’s 
“ssays, and Remarks on Mr.Hudson’s Letters, 
will be ready for sale on Monday the 17th inst. 
Subscribers who can make it convenient to call 
sr send for their books will confer a fayor.— 
Phe Editors of other papers giving this notice 
ao insertion, wil! oblige W. Barrour.- 


FROM_AN OHIO PAPER. 


Missionary Socigtigs, &e. 


The Reformed Baptist Association of North 
Carolina, composed of thirty-eight churches, 
have solemnly resolved that Missionary socie- 
ties Tract societies, Bible societies, and The- 
ological Seminaries, wre entirely inconsistent 
with religion, and that they will steadily oppose 
them as they will all schemes for begging mon- 
ey fortheir support. This resolution has been 
adopted after a full and separate deliberation 
on the subject, by each of these thirty-eight 
churches; they have also published avery able 
circular onthe subject. It is certainly a mat- 
ter of astonishment, that in the constant refer- 
ence had to the Bible, and the loud calls made 
on mankind to search it, and bow to its divine 
authority, others have not been found of sufli- 
cient sincerity to declare a truth which must 
be known to all, namely, that no word or letter 
in it authorises these societies, or any of the 
similar schemes of priests for raising money. 

The New-York Telescope estimates the 
yearly tax paid by that single state, to hireling 
priests, at one million and a half of dollars,—and 
this exclusive of churches and other objects 
connected with the craft,—every cent of which 
is raised and appropriated in express violation 
of the spirit and tenor of the scripture it pro- 
fesses to support. 

The one half of the sums expended for the 
objects against which the North Carolina Bap- 
tists have so ably protested, and the equally 
false ones of building elegant churches and 
supporting an idle priesthood, would be suffi- 
cient in ten years to canal and turnpike the 
whole Union; and, what is of more importance, 
would, if properly directed, give to the rising 
generation a knowledge of the value and power 
of the human mind, which would save them 
from the rapacity, knavery and_ brutalizing 
cupidity of the present system. We of Ohio, 
sooner than adopt this honest course of saving 
our money for honest and substantial purposes, 
choose to build our canal on credit, and thus 
impose on our posterity, a debt of five or six 
millions of dollars. 

If we have not made a total abandonment of 
common sense, let us examine into the matter 
a little farther. We have all known many fath- 
ers of considerable fortune, good natured men: 
the expectation and promise of whose families 
have been suddenly withered by unexpected 
bankruptcy. We shall not forget the indignant 
feelings we have experienced on learning that 
this bankruptcy, and its consequent distress to 
ahelpless family, was entirely occasioned by a 
set of knaves and sharpers, who hung upon the 
hospitable and good natured man in the char- 
acter of his best friends, and large partakers of 
his confidence and bounty, who borrowed his 
money, and procured his name for extensive 
credit, under the obligations imposed by the 
intimacy and confidence of the laws ofthonor,— 
but who left him the moment they had sealed 
his ruin. What did we not say of these idle 
and dissolute knaves? what punishment did we 
not imprecate for them? and why, why did we 
do this? Because our moral, our common 
sense, compelled us to pronounce it an infa- 
mous crime to impose on the credulity of a 
good natured man, to the ruin of his fortune 
and family. Now what is the case with society 
at large? It is bankrupt; it is existing by an- 
ticipating means and resources not its own; it 
is doing precisely what the idle and dissolute 
sharpers do by the good natured fathers of 


whom we have just spoken. Whoare the most 
efficient and active agents in this general bank- 
ruptcy? Certainly those who draw a million per 
annum from the state of New-York; those who 
trade in the money schemes against which the 
honest Baptists of North Carolina are protest- 
ing. No rank is so humble, no fortune so 
moderate as to be exempt from their tax: no 
door can be successfully barred against their 
incessant clamors for money: give the mission- 
ary money; give the tract orBible society money ; 
give the priest money; give the church money — 
Theirs is the cause of God; deny it and you are 
damned. Are we so senseless as to believe 
that Deity is carrying on his great work by 
means of money? Are we so stupid as to ex- 
pect that our hopes of his favor can in the re- 
motest degree depend on the coffers of the 
church? Unhappy delusion! because the vile 
and the -extortioner worship money, we impi- 
ously conclude that God also worships it.— 
Pause, deluded man, and reflect, if thou art not 
past reflection, on the deep stain thou art at- 
tempting to fix on the character of that Deity, 
by such a system! Is he pleased with the 
sharpers, who, despoiling the good father of 
his earthly goods, ruined his family? If he is, 
then, and not till then, can he be pleased with 
precisely the same schemes constantly practis- 
ed by the church,—every dollar contributed to 
which in his name, is producing a like effect, 
and is equally false in its object. What sys- 
tem is this but a system of human pride and 
folly; a work of man’s vain and dissolute pas- 
sions; one in which Deity and true piety, ars 
both equally outraged. 

Why do we enact laws against robbing, 
stealing and gambling, and the knaves who 
pursue them? Because they despoil society of 
its honored, hard-earned gains, and promote 
the bankruptcy just noticed. The priests and 
their schemes are vastly more destructive to 
society, and precisely on the same principle. 
They are the great enemies both of God and 
man: they slander the character of the former, 
and beguile and brutalize the latter; and then 
exact his estate in the name of the Deity.*— 
Yet, shameful to relate, from this pillage we 
have yet no power to save ourselves. The 
time however, is not far distant, when the same 
sumptuary regulations which now restrain the 
pillage of thieves and robbers, will also restrain 
that of priests and their coadjutors, It is ime 
possible that it should be otherwise.” 


* A pamphlet has lately been issued at Amherst, 
Mass. entitled, ‘“‘-The duty and privilege of Christians 
to devote their all to spreading the Gospel.’’ It is ad- 
vertised for sale in the Boston Recorder, ‘by the hund- 
red, dozen, or single copy.’’ 


Funeral of Gen. Brown.—-The funeral of Ma- 
jor General Jacob Brown, Commander in Chief 
of the Army of the United States, who died in 
Washington on the 24th ult after a brief illness 
of three or four days was solemnized on Wednes- 
day last. {p consequence of the occupation of 
the people of Washington, on the mournful oc- 
casion, no papers were issued on ‘UVhursday, and 
we are indebted to a correspondent ofthe N. Y. 
Commercial Advertiser for an account of the sol- 
emp services, Boston Traveller. 

“The procession was formed near the Prest- 
dent’s Square, an! moved slowly, to the mourr- 
ful measure of the dead march to the Congres- 
sional Burial-place eastward of the Capitol, and 
amie distant from it. ‘The civil procession em- 
braced the President, Heads of Department 
Justices of the Supreme Court, Foreign Minis 
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ters, Officers and Members of the two Houses 
of Congzress,&&c.;—the whole forming a line more 
than a mile in length. ‘The General’s horse— 
the same which bore him on the plains of Chip- 
pewa—led before the hearse, formed an interest- 
‘ing object inthe procession. The veteran charg- 
er, at the sight of military array, and the sound 
ef drum and bugle, exhibited, for a moment the 
fire and spirit of the warrior steed; but, as if 
reminded that his days ef effort and ofglory had 
ended with those of his master, h¢é soon adopted 
the slow and reluctant pace of age and infirmity. 
On reaching the place of Burial, those who were 
in carriages and on horseback alighted, and ‘vere 
escorted into the space within the walls. The 
wind whistled mournfully among the tombs. 
The heavens were shrouded in dark clouds, and 
some rain was falling. ‘The devout prayer, the 
heavy fallofthe clods; the sharp and repeated 
volley, and the distant minute gun were heard tu 
quick succession, and completed the ceremonies. 
The remains of the Commander are mingled, 
dust unto dust, with those of some of the illustr- 
ious American statesmen. He lies side by side, 
with Clinton and Tracy, Burrill and Pinkney. 
Gallantry is properly asseciated, in the abodes of 
the dead, as well as in active life, with patriotism 
and eloquence.” 


RELIGIOUS PUFF. 


We challenge the whole tribe of puff-writers to 
beat the following: 
FROM THE (BOSTON) PATRIOT. 


Tue Orpination of Mr, Warren Burton over 
the 3d Congregational Society at Lechmere 
Point, took place yesterday. A correspondent 
thus speaks of the exercises. The introductory 
prayer by Dr. Lowell was what might be ex- 
pected from that celebrated Divine. The por- 
tions of sacred scripture by Mr. Walker evinced 
a thorough knowledge of that invaluable book 
the Bible-—The sermon, by Mr. Greenwood, 
gave renewed evidence of his strength of mind 
and enlarged views of Christianity. The aged 
and respectable Mr. Beede of Wilton, New 
Hampshire, was in the ordaining prayer, inter- 
esting and fervent.—The hymn, written by 
Charles Sprague, Esq. was a rich effusion of 
genius and piety. The charge by Dr. Ware 
was highly satisfactory. Mr. Barrett’s right hand 
of fellowship, was indeed an examplar of true 
fellowship. Mr. Gannet of Cambridgeport, 
pronounced the concluding prayer with that 
fervency of devotion, so peculiar to himself. 
The benediction by Mr. Burton, evinced that he 
as a shepherd in the fold of Christ, will be the 
means of keeping the flock in the right path. 
The House is a neat brick building, dyes honor 
to the Society, and was filled by a listening au- 
ditory composed mostly of Ladies. 


Trring’s Life of Columbus. 


The life of Columbus by Washington Irving, 
is at length completed, and is said to be in the 
press both in England and this country,— 
Messrs. G. & C. Carvill, will publish it in this 
city early in March.—The author has been 
employed for years on the work, with the most 
ample materials at hand, and the best opportu- 
nities for ascertaining the authenticity of every 
fact he has related. These advantages, togeth- 
er with the charm of the author’s style, and his 
power of happy arrangement, will no doubt 
make it one of the most interesting books of 
biography which have appeared in the present 
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century, We could have wished no better for- 
tune for the memoirs of the great discoverer of 
the new world, than that they should be writ- 
ten by him whose works have diffused the fame 
of its literature inthe old.—Ev. Poet. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


LINES, 


On the Death of Lydia Ann, daughter of Ger- 
shom and Lydia Cutter...Who died December 
22, 1827, aged six months. 


Sweet Babe! 
She came into our world, to see 
A sample of our misery, 
Then turn’d away her languid’d eye, 
To drop a tear or two, and die. 


Sweet Babe ! 
She tasted of life’s bitter cup,— 
Refus’d to drink the portion up, 
But turn’d her little head aside, 
Disgusted with the taste, and did. 


Sweet Babe ! 
She listened, for a while, to hear 
Our mortal griefs; thus turn’d her ear 
To angel harps and songs, and cri’d 
To join their heavenly notes, aud di’d. . 


Sweet Babe ! 
Sweet Babe no more,—but seraph now! 
Before the throne behold her bow; 
Her soul, enlarg’d to angel’s size, ’ 
Joins in the triumph of the skies, 
Adores the grace that brought her there, 
Without a wish, without a care,— 
That wash’d her soul in Calv’ry’s stream, 
That shorten’d life’s distressing dream, 
Short pain, short grief, dear babe, was thine; 
Now, joys eternal and divine. B. P. 
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THE VESPER BELL. 
BY JOHN MALCOLM, ESQ. 


Hark! ’tis the Vesper Bell 
Far pealing from the shore,— 
Oh, welcome are the tones that tell 
Ofocean wanderings o’er:— 
They hail us from the homeless main 
To earth’s great family again. 
Sad—solemn—and sublime, 
Above the waters swung, 
Rolls on that awful voice of time, 
Toll’d from his iron tongue— 
And every deep and sullen boom 
Seems like an echo from the tomb. 


Lorn as a distant knell 

O’er Friendship’s passing bier, 
Or accents ofa far farewell 

From many a vanish’d year; 
Awakening with its mournful voice 
The memory of departed joys. 


It brings the dream of home, 
Of sweet sequester’d bowers: 

Of shades through which I loy’d to roam 
At still and starry hours: 

Of music heard at fall of day, 

Over the seas and far away. 


Of hall and social hearth, ; 
Of love walks near the lee, 
When day, departed from the earth, 
Was buried in the sea; 
And beating heart and blushing cheek 
Revealed what maiden may not speak. 
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NOTICE —Br. J. Wauno will preach at Dedham, 


Of Sabbath’s holy calm, 
Orizon’s duly said 
In temples where the choral psalm 
Died o’er the silent dead,— 
~ And to each hallelujah gave 
Response—the echoes of the grave. — 


Oft have I paus’d to hail 
Amid my own loved land, 
The vesper chime o’er hill and dale 
Float downward to the strand, 
And melt above the summer sea, 
And now its magic falls on me. 


And thus its dying strain 
Above the waters cast, 
Thrills o’er the dark, mysterious chain 
That links me to the past; 
And from the dim and distant shore, 
Speaks to my heart of days of yore. 
ae 
A New Society. 


It is with pleasure that we are enabled to 
state, that a new society of believers in the | 
Restitution of ail things, has recently been form- 
ed in the pleasant and flourishing village of — 
Ithaca, Tompkins county, N. ¥. They have ~ 
succeeded in engaging the ministerial labors of ~ 
Br. O. A. isrownson, who has taken up his ~ 
abode with them, and bids fair to be the honor- — 
ed instrument of doing much for the happiness 
of man in that place. May peace, unity and ~ 
heaven born. kindness be multiplied among — 
them.—Rel, Ing. 


BOQ a 

Tue Society at Buffalo has engaged the © 
services of Br, M. Morgan, whose labors, we — 
are informed are eminently successful. We 
rejoice to learn that present prospects in that — 
place are very flattering, and hope the time 
may come when truth shall cause the modern 
Babel of self-styled orthodoxy to totter upon 
its foundation, and when the votaries of error 


and bigotry shall flee to the strong holds of 
Reason for safety.—MV. Y. Gos. Adv. : 
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Liberalist and Wilmington Reporter, 

Published at Wilmington, N.C under the 
editorial care of Rev. Jacob Frieze, has just 
commenced its second year and volume. Itis — 

enlarged to a Royal Sheet, and is to he issued 
weekly. hy 
—wolse 1 F, 


o’clock, and was consumed. It was occupied by — 
Trish families, and a man ia the cellar was burnt 
to death. Two buildings, standing very near, 
were considerably injured, but the wind being — 
light, the fire was prevented from spreading. 


the last Sabbath in this month. 


Marvied in this City. M 

Mr. Hermas H. Holcomb to Miss Emily 

Latham, both of Boston. 

By Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr Joseph H. Thaxter_ 

to Miss Mary C. only daughter of the late 
Capt. Albert Swasey. t : rf 

—————e—e—eee 


Died wm this City. 


Sarah Ross, aged 5 years, A son of Mr.Si- 
las Sanborn, 3 hours. Daniel Worcester, & 
weeks. George Henry Hoping, 9 months. 


